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Exalted Ruler’s Message
This will be my last newsletter of the fiscal year. I would like to make a
special thanks to Bob Catuto. He has been my advisor and friend for
many years. Bob has done a lot of good things for our lodge and raised
a lot of money for charity. He will be taking a leave of absence for a
while to spend more time on other things. I will miss his daily phone
meetings, good luck Bob.
We have formed a committee within the lodge made up of the elected
officers the trustees and some of the active PERs. We will work as a
team to conduct the business of the lodge. There is also a committee
created to deal with any issues that might come up. If you have any
questions or problems, call me! If I can’t help right away I will refer it to
the committee and the problem will be handled in house.
For the time being we will only be open on Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday. The kitchen will be closed except for special events. We are
working on some food alternatives and you can look for an announcement soon. We still have pizza that can be purchased at the bar.
We are currently in the process of dismantling the tiki bar for the expansion project. Joe Smith Sr. is heading up the committee and he has a
team of volunteers to help. Stop by and check out the progress. Karaoke should be back Sunday in the lounge. Look for a notice in your email
for the exact date or check out our new web page. We have a new website chairman and I hope to see some exciting new changes.
It has been an honor and privilege to serve the lodge this year. I have
made a lot of new friends and become closer to some old ones. I am
very excited about what is in store for our lodge in the coming year. I
have seen a lot of smiling faces lately; it would be fantastic to see this
momentum continue into the new year.
We have a tradition in our community of helping those in need. The Veterans, children and even the homeless depend on us. Let’s all come
together for our mission. To practice the virtues of charity, justice, brotherly love and fidelity
We cannot retrace our steps nor call back the days that are gone, but
the passing moment is ours long enough to grasp the hand in friendship
to lighten each others burden, to bring rest to the weary and to comfort
those who mourn.

Be a Ready Rider and Help our Lodge Get It Done!
In the Old West, a posse was made up of Very Busy citizens who sometimes
were able to get away from the daily challenges of survival to assist in a necessary community objective. The ELKS Ready Riders are busy living their lives
but are willing to be approached when certain activities are in need of assistance.
The Ready Riders are asked to check activities of interest such as decorating for
parities, assisting food services, etc.
Elks Ready Riders are never obligated to assist if contacted. By filling out the
form you are only stating an interest and May Be Contacted to find out more
about how you are looking to volunteer and be part of the Ready Riders!
Preference chart is listed below; add any special talents to the “other” box.
Check your areas of interest:
[ ] Ready Recruitment Team

[ ] Painting and Decorating

[ ] Ready Rider Contact Team

[ ] Minor Carpentry/Construction/Maintenance

[ ] Bingo Team

[ ] Inventory Team

[ ] Event Parking Team

[ ] Office Support

[ ] Food Preparation

[ ] Family Activities Team

[ ] Event Decoration

[ ] Photography Team

[ ] Event Set-up/Take-down

[ ] Charity-Related Team

[ ] Civic/Community Outreach

[ ] Public Relations

[ ] Other!
________________________________________________________________
NAME: ___________________________________________________
PHONE: _______________________Best time to contact you: _______
E-Mail: ____________________________________________________
Comments:
__________________________________________________________

John Gebert, Exalted Ruler

These forms will be available at the Bar or you can use
this page and drop it in the Secretary’s Mailbox (at the
Bar) or mail it: PO Box 238, St Augustine, FL 32085.

2

7

Fraternally

Parking Volunteers Urgently Needed
Upcoming Amphitheater Parking Events

Lodge Happenings
♦

Plans are to reopen Bingo and Monday night trivia in March. The
dates have not yet been determined.

♦

Friday Night Entertainment

Tuesday, March 7th
Willie Nelson with Dwight Yoakam
Thursday, March 9th
Earth, Wind & Fire
Thursday - Saturday, March 16-18th
Anastasia Music Festival (3-Day event)

Friday, March 24th

Town & Country

March 10th

Ragged Edge

March 17th

Just Dave

March 24th

Southern Style

March 31st
Special Event: Papa Smurf and the Fry
Daddy’s Fish Fry. Entertainment TBA

Sunday, March 19th
The Chieftans with the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra

March 3rd

♦

The Lounge will be open on Tuesday, March 7th due to the
special event (Willie Nelson show) at the Amphitheater

New Members in January

I love the 90’s Tour - Vanilla Ice and others
Saturday, March 25th
1964: The Best Beatles Tribute on Earth
To help, send an email to elks829secretary@gmail.com or call
Katherine Helhoski (904) 540 7515

2017/2018 Dues
Dues statements have been mailed. For next year, we have obtained plastic holders for spouse’s cards and are using a smaller
image stamp to designate spouses of our Lodge members.
The current green membership cards will expire on March 31st;
please use the new purple cards starting on April 1st.

House Committee Chair Wanted
A volunteer is needed to serve as “House Committee Chair.”
The position requires about 20 hours a week. Contact ER
Gebert with questions or to apply.
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Exalted Ruler Gebert with (in alphabetical order): John & Nancy Fout,
Peyton Jonas, Robert McKee, Russell Paul, Donald Robbins, Robert
Schlegel and Seymoine Schmidt.
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Eland News
Hand & Hand, Building a Future for Children

Mark your calendars, Eland’s final 2016/2017 meeting is planned for Wednesday,
March 1st at 7:30 PM in the back hall. What a year to remember.
This is a very important meeting for all of us We will be having the final discussion of our upcoming Garage/White Elephant
Sale to be held on Saturday March 11th with setup planned for Friday March 10th,
please make plans to be there. Everyone’s help is need for this last fundraising
event of the year. Our contact person for this event is Annette Pacetti Heggie and
she can be reached at 630-334-9623. This is promising to be our biggest event of
the Year. Let’s all be “ELAND PROUD”.
Also, we will have elections of our New Officers for the 2017 / 2018 year and it is
time to make our yearly donations, your voice and your vote is very important,
please plan to be there.
Volunteer’s Creed
Though my troubles and my worries are sometimes all that I can see –
Still I always must remember life’s not only about me.
Other souls are also hurting and I know that it’s God’s plan,
To reach out to help another – to extend them my hand.
With this purpose as my focus – to be a comfort to a friend,
All my troubles and my worries, seem to fade out in the end.
It is one of God’s true lessons – how my walk is meant to be,
True happiness I find when life’s not only about me.

ELAND Garage Sale
Saturday, March 11, 2017
8:00 am to 2:00 pm
Get your shopping shoes on and
join us.
We will have donuts & coffee
available.
Contact Annette Pacetti Heggie
(630-334-9623) for information
or to drop off donations

“Tom Krause”
Again, our next Eland meeting will be held in on Wednesday, March 1st at 7:30 PM
in the back Hall and I encourage each of you to stay after to enjoy each other’s
friendship and share ideas.
For additional information about Eland, please contact our Vice President / Membership Chair Lady, Sharyn Grace, you can reach her at (516) 312-6317 or by email sharynmgrace@yahoo.com or you may contact me.

Eland Proud!
Judy Reyes, President
(904) 825-8569
(904) 825-8569; E-mail reddhott411@yahoo.com
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