ST. AUGUSTINE
ELKS LODGE #829

LODGE BULLETIN

June 2021

Exalted Ruler’s Message
Hello, I'm still excited! We are MOVING FORWARD and making significant progress. May has been another successful month for our Lodge.
We've been busy working within the community, providing weekly information to our members, updating and promoting our Facebook and media presence, being charitable to those in need, and providing an excellent and entertaining atmosphere within our Lodge. We are truly enjoying
the camaraderie and friendships of our members and guests.
Our Community Outreach Committee and Chair, Cathy Walsh, chose
the St. Gerard House for our charity for May. The committee and lodge
members continue to show their kindness and compassion for those in
our community who are less fortunate or have a particular need. The St.
Gerard House provides shelter and support for unwed mothers and their
children. We will be delivering the donations on May 27th. Great Job!
Our Public Relations Committee and Chair, Sara McDavitt, hosted a
morning treat of Bagels, Muffins, Coffee, Orange Juice, etc., along with
(2) $25.00 gift certificates (Donated by an Elk member) for the teachers
and staff at R. B. Hunt Elementary School on May 18th. Principal Amanda Garman and her team were thankful for the thoughtfulness and giving
of our members.
Our Parking Committee and Chair, Eddie Fleming, have been parking
cars and raising funds over the past two months, even with COVID restrictions at the AMP. However, in June, this will change, the demand for
space will return, and the need for Parking volunteers will increase.
Please contact Eddie if you can help with our most significant fundraising effort.
Our Government Relations Chair, Bill Lennon, continues to communicate with our community leaders to set appointments to meet and advise
our city and county leaders of our commitment to our community.
Our Activities Committee and Chair, Rosie Dean, has been busy working
within and without the doors of our Lodge. Rose coordinated two functions during May for community organizations: St. Augustine High
School, Boys Lacrosse team’s banquet in our Pavilion, (Thanks to Eric
Nourse, one of our own, for his dedication to St. Augustine youth). The
second function was for West Augustine Community Redevelopment
Association. We donated our facilities to both organizations. In addition,
we had a wonderful Mother's Day Brunch with over (80) in attendance.
Thanks to all who attended.
We are working on plans to have some exciting events this year. an Appreciation Ball for our Past Exalted Rulers, a significant fundraiser event
that will be a great social activity, special entertainment events, and
much more.
(Continued on Page 3)
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Exalted Ruler’s Message (Con’t)
Flag Day will be on Sunday, June 13th. Flag day is a beautiful and essential event. Flag day was started by Elks and adopted by our nation.
Please make plans to attend. We will post details for location and time.
We are having a Father's Day Lunch on June 20th. Please plan on attending and enjoying this particular time with family and friends.
As you can see, we are not sitting idle. We are moving forward and having an enjoyable and fun time working together and helping those within
our community while allowing our members to be part of the mission of
Elkdom.
We are experiencing an increase in our membership. In April, we gained
(4) new members, and in May, we had an increase of (13) members.
SEVENTEEN ELKS who are eager to serve!
I want to personally thank our volunteers for the hard work and support
over the past two months. As a result, good things are happening. We
are open six days a week and have food and entertainment each day.
Please note, nothing is free. Our House Committee Chair, Katherine
Helhoski, along with a superb committee, has been diligent in providing
this service. If YOU enjoy the rewards of their labor and want it to continue, I ask that you step up and volunteer to help with this monumental
task.
Have you Noticed? The Pavilion is clean, the restroom clean, the tables
clean, and the Pavilion is maintained. This year we appointed a Pavilion
Committee. Our Chairperson is Jim Bellamy. I want to thank him and his
committee for their diligence and hard work. Our goal is to have a clean
and comfortable atmosphere for our members and guests.
As noted in my May letter, due to the number of members volunteering, I
said I would choose (2) volunteers for ELK OF THE MONTH. So, (this is
tough), I am naming Carolyn Anderson and Chris Love as ELKS OF THE
MONTH. Thank you both for your desire to serve and your compassion
for others—well-deserved recognition.
Our Lodge is MOVING FORWARD, but not without hard work from great
volunteers. WE NEED YOU, AND OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU!
As I've said in my previous letters, If you are having a good experience
and are excited about our Lodge, tell others, if you see something wrong,
tell me!
I look forward to seeing you, keep smiling.
Your Exalted Ruler,
A. Joseph Smith Sr.
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Community Outreach
A Community Outreach Committee has being formed with the purpose of giving to local charitable organizations that are working to bring change in the
lives of others. The committee chooses a local organization to support each
month with recommendations given by our membership. It is important to
note that all recommendations should be non-profit (501C3). A bulletin board
and collection bin is in the social quarters, promoting the Local Non-Profit
organization, and requesting donations. Wish Lists will be available. A suggestion box was placed in this area to received recommendations for the coming months. Also, if you wish to be a coordinator, let us know.
As a local charity is chosen, the committee will appoint a monthly coordinator
to be responsible for gathering information and listing supplies or donations
that may be needed to support the charity. The committee and the coordinator
will work together. The committee may also request from the Lodge a small
donation from the Lodge Charity fund.
Each month a notice is placed in the Lodge Bulletin introducing the Monthly
Charity. Please join us in reaching out to our neighbors.
We would like to thank everyone who participated in our collection of donations for Saint Augustine Youth Services in the month of April. A full report
will be given during the first Lodge business meeting in May (May 5th)

Joe Smith Sr., Exalted Ruler; Cathy Walsh,
Community Outreach Chair; Donna Bellamy,
Monthly Outreach Coordinator; Alex Mason
SAYS, Director of Fundraising & Marketing

Delivering Elks 829 donations

The charity for the month of May is St Gerard Campus and the coordinator will be Elizabeth Bastedo.
Saint Gerard’s Campus is an independent, non-political, non-sectarian facility
designed to assist pregnant teenagers and unwed mothers. All their services are
free of charge and they depend on the generosity of the community for support.
They are in need of diapers, baby clothes and all other baby supplies. Our
Community Outreach Table will have more information on Saint Gerard’s as
well as a more specific list of needed supplies. If you are able, please put your
donations in the box under the table.
Cathy Walsh
Kcpwalsh93@gmail.com
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House Happenings
We are open and ready to serve! There are events with food every day
of the week except Monday. And our volunteer teams are back in action for Friday night dinners. We invite you to come, enjoy and support
your Lodge. Also, when you volunteer, the Lodge runs smoother and
your life becomes richer.
Sincerely,
Katherine Helhoski, House Chair

Dance Lessons
Jim & Peggy White are resuming their dance lessons on Saturday, June 5th at 5:00 PM. Learn the
country two-step.

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 7:00-9:00 PM
Join a Team-Fun—Excitement—Prizes-Braggin’ Rights

Flag Day
We will be holding our Flag Day ceremony on Sunday, June 13th. Stay
tuned to our weekly blasts for times. (if you have a tattered or damaged
American flag, please bring it to our lodge and it will be disposed of correctly.

Father’s Day
On Sunday, June 20th, there will be a Father’s Day lunch celebration
from noon until 2 p.m. in our dining room. See Page 7 for information.
NOTICES
Dues may be renewed by credit card online: elks829.com
Lists of current membership candidates (new, transfers or reinstatements) are posted on the Lounge Bulletin Board. Members wanting to
comment on a prospective candidate should contact a Lodge Officer or
send an email to: elks829secretary@gmail.com.
A list of bills-to-be-paid and detailed budget information is available at
the Wednesday meetings.
Please notify the Secretary (elks829secretary@gmail.com or (904)4712829 when your address, phone or email changes.
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***Florida Elks Youth Camp***
NOTICE: It is time for Florida Elks Youth Camp Reservations to be
made. If you know of any underpriviledged or deserving child who
would like to go to camp, between the ages of 9-13, please go on line
to FEYC.org and fill out application on line. If you need our Elks Lodge
829 to sponsor any needy child or If you have any problems or questions please text or call me at, 904 315 3773 you can also email me,
kodagator@bellsouth.net. NOTE: All RESERVATIONS are MADE on a
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS.
WE STILL NEED YOU: Brother or Sister Elk, to become a “Florida Elks
Youth Camp Booster”. We appreciate the recent new and continued
boosters and look forward to more members becoming a “Booster”..
The cost is $25 per year and goes a long way towards helping the Florida Elks Youth Camp with expenses, and incidental costs. Please include this with your membership renewal.
Your Continued Support and Donations Make it all possible, for these
deserving children.
Keep them coming, Thank YOU!
Irv Stockdale
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-

New Members in May

Our Lodge continues to grow as we initiated the following 13 new members in May:
(Front row L to R) Sharon Maguire, Kathy Hubbel, Julia Worczak, Cindee Alkhaurg, Diane
Moser, Susan Midlik.
(Back Row L to R) Peter Vaccarro, Paul Jordan, Bob Kluba, ER: Joe Smith, Sr., Tom Ostrander,
Sean Snow, Brett Sutton, Rick Midlik.

When you see them in the Lodge introduce yourself to them, and make them welcome.
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING in June:
We did have a great Sunday on May 9th honoring and celebrating all our
mothers! Eighty-six very happy and fun-filled people (young and young-atheart people) attended our Mother’s Day champagne brunch. For those of
you who couldn’t attend, I hope you’re able to join us next year.
A special thank you goes out to our hard-working kitchen volunteers: Pat
Shipley, Patti Shipley and Brian Welliver. Of course, I need to give a “great
girl high-five” to my committee members Sara McDavitt and Amy McCormick. And… our bartender Doug did a great job!
Let me tell you about some of the people who did attend. In addition to our
oh-so-very-wonderful St. Augustine lodge members, we also had some out-oftown guests: one couple, the O’Brien’s, had been staying in an RV spot at our
lodge for five days; another happy couple was from the state of New Jersey;
and last, but certainly not least, a woman (an Elk member, of course) who was
here celebrating her son’s Flagler college graduation decided to stop by our
lodge the day before Mother’s Day for a tour and then decided to come back
on Sunday for our Mother’s Day event because she “wanted to be with her
Elk friends!” All-in-all it was a fun day!
**************************************************************
We will be holding our Flag Day ceremony on Sunday, June 13th. Stay
tuned to our weekly blasts for times. (if you have a tattered or damaged
American flag, please bring it to our lodge and it will be disposed of correctly
after our flag day ceremony).
**************************************************************
No, we’re not going to forget all the fathers in our lodge! On Sunday, June
20th, we will be having a Father’s Day lunch celebration from noon until
2 p.m. in our dining room. All dads will receive a special drink and the
menu will consist of meatball subs (homemade meatballs from our very own
Rich Bastedo), Cole slaw, a pickle spear and cake for dessert. Yummy!
Hope every dad and his family can attend. Tickets are $12 for adults; $6 for
children 12 and under. Cash bar available. Tickets are available for purchase
at either our Bar or call Rosie Dean at 904.466.0159.
We want to see y-o-u at the Father’s Day lunch!
**************************************************************
Don’t forget the fantastic events happening around our lodge each week
Bunco… 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays
Bar Bingo… 7:00 p.m. Thursday
Entertainment Night… 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. Fridays
Karaoke… 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. Saturdays
Karaoke by Joe… 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. Sundays
Rosemary Dean, Activities Chair
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See what’s been going on at your Lodge!
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Upcoming Amphitheater Parking Events
Parking Volunteers are Very Urgently Needed
Tuesday & Wednesday June 1st & 2nd
Sammy Hagar and the Circle
Saturday, June 12th
Tracy Byrd
Wednesday June 16th
Styx
Sunday, June 27th
Ann Wilson of Heart
To help, send an email to elks829secretary@gmail.com or
contact Eddie Fleming at doctoreddie@hotmail.com or call
him at 352-283-9811.

Community Outreach
We want to thank everyone who participated in our collection of donations for St Gerard Campus. The variety of goods was incredible: diapers, wipes, shampoo, bibs and diaper bags to name a few. A report
will be given during the Lodge business meeting on June 2nd.
The June charity is S.A.F.E. (Saving Animals from Euthanasia). Our
monthly coordinator is Kevin Walsh with Cathy Walsh & Elizabeth
Bastedo as Co-Chairs
S.A.F.E. is a 501(c) (3) charitable organization. They are in need of
cleaning supplies, pet food and medical supplies. Our Community Outreach Table will have more information on S.A.F.E. as well as a more
specific list of needed supplies. If you are able, please put your donations in the box under the table.
We are always open to suggestions for a Monthly Non-Profit. We
would like local organizations that, we, as Elks, can give an item or two
from their Wish List.
Member sales of the Unicorn Slippers has reached $190. This will be
deposited into the Restricted Charity Account.
9

LODGE OFFICERS 2020-2021
EXALTED RULER

JOE SMITH SR.

EST. LEADING KNIGHT

RANDY COOK (PER)

ESTEEMED LOYAL KNIGHT

DR ERIC COLON

ESTEEMED LECTURING KNIGHT

KATHERINE HELHOSKI

SECRETARY

MICHAEL RATHMANN

TREASURER

JUDY REYES

TILER

PATTI SHIPLEY

ESQUIRE

BRIAN WELLIVER

CHAPLAIN

SARA MC DAVITT

INNER GUARD

CHRIS LOVE

ORGANIST

GEOFF DOBSON (PDD)

TRUSTEES
ONE YEAR

BLAIR CRAIG

TWO YEARS

TOM PHILLIPS

THREE YEARS

RANDY STAY (PER)

FOUR YEARS

OLEN MEREDITH (PER)

FIVE YEARS

KEVIN WALSH (CHAIR)

ELKS CLUB INC.
CHAIR

PAT SHIPLEY (PDD)

MEMBER

BOB KERSHNER (PER)

MEMBER

JAMES DEAN (PER)

MEMBER
MEMBER

DAVID LEE (PER)
TED BEAL (PDD)

MEMBER

BARRY MASTERS (PER)

LODGE ADVISOR
(904) 823-6990

JAMES SOLANA (PSP)
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2020-2021
ACCIDENT PREVENTION/SAFETY

RANDY STAY (PER)

ACTIVITIES

ROSIE DEAN

AMERICANISM

JOE SMITH SR.

AUDITING

BRUCE DAVIDSON

BINGO

MARY BEACH

CHARITY

RANDY COOK (PER)

DRUG AWARENESS
ELAND LIAISON

JUDY REYES

ELKS NATIONAL FUND

MIKE HUGHES (PER)

FRATERNAL
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

BILL LENNON

INVESTIGATION
MEMBERSHIP
ORIENTATION

MIKE HUGHES (PER)
MIKE HUGHES (PER)
DR ERIC COLON

PARKING

EDDIE FLEMING

PER ASSOCIATION LAISION

JOHN GEBERT (PER)

PUBLIC RELATIONS

SARA MC DAVITT

RELIEF

JOE SMITH SR. (ER)

VETERANS AFFAIRS

GEORGE APRIL (PER)

YOUTH ACTIVITIES

IRV STOCKDALE

HOUSE COMMITTEE
CHAIR

KATHERINE HELHOSKI

FINANCIAL REPORTS

ELIZABETH BASTEDO

MEMBER (BAR MANAGER)

DONNA BELLAMY

MEMBER (SECRETARY)

NECIE SMITH

MEMBER (ACTIVITY CHAIR)

ROSIE DEAN
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